What do students plan to do after high school?

Intent to continue with post-
secondary education remains strong,
although plans are varied among high
school students.

* 62% plan to attend a 2- or 4-year college or university
¢ 14% plan to attend a career training or alternative education program
* 19% plan to attend post-secondary education but are undecided

¢ 5% don'tintend to pursue higher education
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Chart base: High school students and parents of high school students.
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.5, adults continue to link college degrees to career success.

MNearly three in four adults without a college degree (73%) say earning a
two- or four-year degree is at least as important today as it was 20 years ago.

This view is shared by 69% of college gradu :afﬂ. Similarly, 74% of employers

say the importance of a college degree or credential for getting 2 good job in
their organization will remain the same or increase over the next five years.
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Figure 2.1 Enrollment Changes by Award Level and Sector
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Figure 3: Pell Grant Eligibility for Students with No Reported Assets in School Year 2024-25 Compared
with School Year 2023—-24

o 87 7.4 million
- r-m‘llmn Were eligible for maximum
Were eligible for Pell Grant ($7,395)
a Pell Grant 85% of students eligible
- 91% of students who for a Pell Grant who
9.6 million completed the FAFSA reported no assets
Reported no assets and reported no assets
on the FAFSA Up from 75%
in 2023-24
Up from 88%
Up from 7.2 million in 2023-24
in 2023-24

Source: GAQO analysis of Department of Education Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) data. | GAO-26-107928

Note: Data for the 2024-25 FAFSA school year are as of March 31, 2025, and data for the 2023-24 FAFSA
school year are as of March 31, 2024. Data for both school years include undergraduate students whose
FAFSA applications were completed and processed. Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred thousand.
Students are considered as having reported “no assets” if they either reported $0 in assets or they were not
required to report assets.
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