
2026 MHEC
Connecting Students to Postsecondary 

Pathways Using MI Student Aid Programs



Higher Ed Landscape 
• No Higher Education Authority.

 - Legislation guides/directs our programs.

• Most of our programs are appropriated through General Fund dollars or 

School Aid dollars.

• Our office was initially housed in the Michigan Department of Treasury.

• In 2019, Governor Whitmer announced the 60x30 goal.

• In 2023, Governor Whitmer created MiLEAP and with it the largest 

investment in higher education funding in Michigan.

• Support from the Michigan legislature.

 - Funding across MI Student Aid programs.

 - Marketing Budget.



ACADEMIC YEAR 2024-25

• The State of Michigan provided more than 

$558 million for State financial aid 

programs!

• Awarded to over 153,000 students

❖ For undergraduate students only

❖ Most are need-based

❖ Most require a FAFSA

• Program details and eligibility requirements 

are available at:

 www.Michigan.gov/MIStudentAid



MI Student Aid Programs
• Children of Veterans Tuition Grant (CVTG)

• Fostering Futures Scholarship (FFS) 

• Michigan Achievement Scholarship *

 - Community College Guarantee (CCG)

 - Michigan Achievement Skills Scholarship

• MI Future Educator Fellowship

• MI Future Educator Stipend

• Michigan Indian Tuition Waiver (MITW)

• Michigan Reconnect

• Police Officer’s and Fire Fighter’s Survivors Tuition Grant 

(STG)

• Tuition Incentive Program (TIP) 

STATE FINANCIAL AID:



MICHIGAN ACHIEVEMENT

SCHOLARSHIP
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Community College Guarantee
All Michigan high school graduates in class of 2023 and 

beyond who received a diploma, a certificate of completion, 

or achieved a high school equivalency, are eligible, 

regardless of age or family income.

THE DETAILS:

• Covers the cost of tuition at the in-district rate at 

participating Michigan community and Tribal colleges.

➢ Can pay for tuition, contact hours, and mandatory 

fees.

• Includes a $1,000 Michigan Achievement Bonus award 

for Pell-eligible students, which can be used toward 

additional college costs.



Community College/Tribal College Pathway

Allows for flexibility. 

• Start at community or Tribal College then transfer! 

 - Students may receive the Community College Guarantee for a maximum of 

  3 years.

• Or earn a certificate/associate degree and enter the workforce. 

TO QUALIFY:

• Complete a FAFSA! There is no separate application.

• Enroll at a participating Michigan community or Tribal college within 15 months of 

high school graduation (must be enrolled FULL Time to receive award)

• All Michigan high school graduates, class of 2023 and beyond, are eligible, 

regardless of family income.
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Public or Private University
Michigan high school graduates, class of 2023 

and beyond who received a diploma, a certificate 

of completion, or achieved a high school 

equivalency, are eligible, regardless of age, who 

have a Student Aid Index (SAI) of $30,000 or less.

THE DETAILS:

• Awards $5,500 per year to be used toward Cost 

of Attendance.

• Up to $27,500 to earn a bachelor’s degree.

• Renewable for up to five years.



TO QUALIFY:

• Michigan high school graduates, class of 2023 and 

beyond who received a diploma, a certificate of 

completion, or achieved a high school equivalency, 

are eligible, regardless of age, who have a Student Aid 

Index (SAI) of $30,000 or less. 

• Complete a FAFSA! There is no separate application.

• Enroll at a participating Michigan college or university 

within 15 months of high school graduation (must be 

enrolled FULL time to receive award).

Public or Private University Pathway



Choose Your Pathway

Michigan Achievement Scholarship 

Community 

College 

Guarantee

Public or Private 

University

Career 

Training



Career Training
THE DETAILS:

• Receive up to $2,000 per year for up to two years to 

earn an industry-recognized certificate.

TO QUALIFY:

• No FAFSA required.

• Be a Michigan high school graduate, class of 2023 and 

beyond.

• Not yet earned a postsecondary degree, certificate, or 

other credential using Michigan Achievement 

Scholarship funds.



Career Training

APPLY:

• Find an eligible training provider who is right for you.

➢ michigan.gov/careertraining

• Apply for the Michigan Achievement Skills 

Scholarship on the MiSSG Student Portal.

• Upon completion of an approved career training 

certification, recipients can still use the other 

Michigan Achievement Scholarship pathways, as 

long as they are within the five-year limit.



A program for eligible students who have 

or have had Michigan Medicaid coverage 

for 24 months within a 36-month period 

(between age nine and high school 

graduation) as identified by the Michigan 

Department of Health and Human 

Services (MDHHS). 

PROGRAM
TUITION INCENTIVE

(TIP)



• There is no special application needed

• Complete high school or its recognized equivalent prior to age 20

• Students who attend a State-approved Early/Middle College must be 

less than 21 years of age when he or she graduates from high school

• Begin using TIP at a participating institution within four years of high 

school completion

• All remaining benefits are forfeited ten years after first payment to 

the institution 

PROGRAM
TUITION INCENTIVE

(TIP)

The Tuition Incentive Program encourages students to complete high 

school by providing college tuition assistance after graduation towards 

a certificate or associate degree or bachelors degree.



Scholarship program for students 25 and older which pays for the cost of in-

district community college tuition or a significant tuition discount if students 

attend an out-of-district community college. Students can use the 

scholarship to complete an associate degree or a skill certificate program.

• Apply online for Michigan Reconnect.

• Be at least 25 years old when you apply.

• Have lived in Michigan for a year or more.

• Have a high school diploma, high school equivalency (GED), or certificate 

of completion.

• Have not yet completed a college degree (associate or bachelor’s).

MICHIGAN RECONNECT



Provides scholarships to students who have experienced foster care in 

Michigan. Eligible students must have been in Michigan foster care due to 

abuse/neglect on or after age 13.

• Application is required (starting in AY 26-27 application is good for 6 years).

• No maximum age restriction!

• Up to $5,000 per academic year.

 - A portion of the award is restricted to tuition and mandatory fees, books 

and supplies, and room and board.

 - Award can also go toward indirect costs (food, gas, etc).

FOSTERING FUTURES

SCHOLARSHIP (FFS)



EDUCATOR PROGRAMS
MI Future Educator Fellowship: Program to create low-cost tuition pathways for future 

Michigan educators up to three years. Student must be enrolled full-time to receive this 

award.

• Up to $10,000 per year (towards tuition and fees) for a maximum of 3 years.

MI Future Educator Stipend: Stipend to support Michigan’s hardworking student 

teachers as they continue their journey to being in the classroom full-time. Student 

must be completing a required, full-time student teaching experience to receive the 

award. 

• Provides $9600 to student teachers to assist them in their student teaching 

semesters.

MI FUTURE 



Statewide Impact 



MiSSG



MiSSG for Students

MiSSG allows students to:

• State aid program application status

• FAFSA completion status

• Complete applications (CVTG, FFS, 

STG)

• Update college on file

• View eligibility status

• State aid payment status

• Email MI Student Aid 

• Update contact information

To create an account, a student must have their Social Security number (SSN) 



How to Request Access

Data Use Agreement

• Data Receiver Designee

• Completed electronically and annually 

• Submitted via email by the authorizing 

principal/superintendent

• DUA’s can be submitted throughout the 

school year. 

MiSSG High School Counselor Portal:



MiSSG FOR HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELORS

MiSSG allows high school counselors & college 

advisers, referred to as High School Users, to view:

• Student Records

• FAFSA completion data

• TIP Qualifying Students

 - TIP Qualifying Student Letter

• Michigan Achievement Scholarship Qualifying 

Students

 - Michigan Achievement Scholarship Qualifying 

  Student Letters (x3)

All student letters are available in English, Arabic and 

Spanish.  



FAFSA Completion Data in MiSSG



STUDENT LETTERS
MICHIGAN ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP



QUALIFYING STUDENT LETTER
TUITION INCENTIVE PROGRAM



MiSSG FOR COLLEGE AID ADMINISTRATORS

MiSSG allows college financial aid personnel, 

referred to as School Users, to view:

• Student records

• Institution eligibility rosters

• Award program data

• School profile

• Transactions

 



How to Request Access

MiSSG Aid Administrator Security 

Access Form

• Employee Access Roster

• Completed electronically 

and annually 

• Submitted via email by the 

    Financial Aid Director

MiSSG for College Aid Administrators:



MI Student Aid Website and Resources

Michigan.gov/mistudentaid

• State Programs and 

Procedures Manual

• Trainings

• Publications

• Forms

• Email messages

• Webinars



Partnerships



Outreach Team

Kristen Hooper
HooperK4@michigan.gov

517-599-1423

Felicia Pelto
PeltoF@michigan.gov

734-660-6831



Outreach Events

Request an Outreach Event – MI Student Aid staff are here to assist you virtually or 

in person!

• Michigan Achievement Scholarship Presentation

• TIP Talks

• Financial Aid 101

• Financial Aid Trivia

• College Fair Table/Presentation

• MiSSG/Financial Aid Training for Counselors



Request an Event!



MI Student Aid Website and Resources

Michigan.gov/mistudentaid

Publications

Request an event

Digital toolkits

• Social media

• Email messages

• Flyers

MI Scholarship Search

Webinars

FAFSA resources



High School Counselors

Student Aid and Access connects with high schools 

through the following ways:

• Mini Webinar Training Series

• Conferences

• Professional Development

• Student Aid and Access Events

• Email listserv

• Toolkits

• College Fairs

• Articles

• Webinars for students and families



Helpful Publications & Flyers



Digital Toolkits 
Within our FAFSA and/or Michigan Achievement 
Scholarship digital toolkits, you will find prewritten: 

• Social media posts

• Social media graphics

• Announcement scripts

• Emails to students/parents

• Information flyers

• Newsletters

• Checklists

• Presentation slides

• Videos



Senior Farewell Playbook



Making an Impact 



Making an Impact 



MI Data Sharing Center 



MI Data Sharing Center 



MI Data Sharing Center 



Questions?
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