
Who We Are
Higher Education in the state of 
Minnesota has decentralized 
efforts around OER. Represented 
in our group:

•Minnesota State (33 public 2 

& 4-year state institutions),

•University of Minnesota 

(5 distinct campuses), 

•Minitex (state funded library 

organization strengthening 

access and connecting libraries 

across the state for all 

Minnesotans), 

•Carleton College and St. Olaf 

College (Private 4-year 

institutions)

What We Have Accomplished
Minitex: Launched support staff network (MNOP) with website, practices ontology, and self-
assessment tool; piloted regional survey; funded/delivered professional development

Minnesota State: Cost savings to students, increase in Z-degree institutions, focus on 
education and business core classes, ed development for faculty

University of Minnesota: Published 7 OER textbooks since 2024 with many projects in 
progress, preserved & strengthened OER program despite automatic textbook billing

Carleton: 3 workshops for faculty and academic technologists; cost savings to students in 
Chemistry and Physics courses

St. Olaf College: Launched library-led OER committee; trained librarians to help support OER 
use/creation; received ORCA-CAP grant to help cultivate open scholarship on campus, 
including a 3-day OER workshop for faculty, an OER textbook review program, and a faculty-
led OER panel discussion; cost savings to students in a variety of courses.

Long Term Goals, Hopes, 
Dreams
Collectively: Explore how an OER 
decentralized state can collaborate 
meaningfully? What are common 
metrics we can collect? 

Minitex: Connect all types of support 
staff & schools; facilitate projects 
enabling local multi-functional teams

Minnesota State: Expansion of use 
and adaption of OER at individual, 
department, & institutional levels.

University of Minnesota: Grow & 
promote collection of OER texts and 
departmental integrations

Carleton: Align stakeholders, build 
support for OER action plan, expand 
OER use

St. Olaf College: Grow campus 
awareness/support for OER; expand 
OER committee to include faculty and 
student representatives; increase 
faculty OER adoption/creation.

Resources, Links, Reports, Other Stuff

• Minitex Network for Open & Affordable Practices 
(MNOP) https://mnop.org

• St. Olaf College OER LIbGuide: 
https://libraryguides.stolaf.edu/oer 

Contact Us
Minitex – Greg Argo, argo0009@umn.edu
Minnesota State – Michael Oleson, 
Michael.oleson@minnstate.edu
University of Minnesota – Micah Gjeltema, gjelt005@umn.edu
Carleton -  Lisa Pillow, lpillow@carleton.edu
St. Olaf College – Dawna Hendricks, hendri14@stolaf.edu

What We’re Working On Now 
Minitex: Administering MNOP Pathfinder grants (9 schools and 12 grants), publishing the 
MNOP Directory, and developing MNOP Clearinghouse for sharing practices regionally.

Minnesota State: measuring impact, updated OER strategic plan; new educational 
development, Z-degrees, strengthening librarian/faculty partnerships

University of Minnesota: Supporting ongoing OER textbook projects and developing 
additional resources and policy for developing issues like AI and accessibility

Carleton:  outreach and workshops, building partnerships across campus; tracking use and 
cost savings

St. Olaf: building database to track OER use/creation, cultivating partnerships across campus, 
hosting MNObe OER-focused event with librarians and academic staff from 5 MN colleges.
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