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Why NEBHE is supporting course marking

OER At a Glance
Course marking provides students autonomy to 

select courses that fit their financial situation 
and creates a transparent infrastructure that 

enables institutions to assess and analyze 
student success metrics associated with OER, 

which the field is still lacking. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With all the emerging research in the Open Education community, our regional faculty and students have shared that 
there is a severe lack of infrastructure in place to help identify courses that utilize these products and practices. 
Students undoubtedly use word-of-mouth to share and identify courses that utilize OER and its associated practices 
and pedagogies. However, this model is neither sustainable nor equitable in terms of providing students with
unfettered, transparent access to the kinds of materials and assignments they can expect for a course at the point of 
Registration.

Use this editable resource to discuss important data points with various stakeholders. 



Benefits of Course Marking

Amplifies distributive justice (Rawls, 1971; Lambert, 2018) and 
student agency (Dewey, 1922; Vygotsky, 1978; Bandura, 1986, 

2001) by creating transparent systems that allow students to easily 
identify at the point of registration which course sections utilize 

OER or other no cost learning materials.



Benefits of Course Marking

Documents which course sections use OER and other no-cost 
learning materials, creating opportunities to examine how open 

education and its associated practices might contribute to better 
and more equitable learning outcomes for students.



What institutions are doing

UMaine at Augusta 
- Implementation Guide

St. John Fisher University
- Faculty spreadsheet



Plymouth State University – 
Faculty Communications, 
handout



Plymouth State University – Faculty 
Communications, all campus newsletter



NEBHE Resources

Course Marking Road Map 10 Recommendations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Use this checklist as a guide to help your institution or system embark on course marking OER and no-cost learning materials. This list is not exhaustive of all the necessary steps in implementing course marking, but it should serve as a jumping off point for most.
Top 10 recommendations for institutions looking to implement course marking on their campus.




Promising Practices



Form a cross-functional team that includes representation from all 
relevant departments, including senior leadership and DEIB or equity-
focused roles.
 Implement robust documentation and communication strategies 

(e.g., shared digital workspaces) to mitigate the impact of team 
changes.
 Develop clear definitions for no-cost and low-cost course materials 

and ensure anyone involved in marking or reviewing tagged courses is 
on the same page.
 Engage faculty early in the process, offering professional 

development and addressing concern directly to foster buy-in.
Leverage existing workflows and/or systems to collect, update, and 

communicate course marking data.



 Develop a change management workflow to maintain data accuracy, 
such as assigning specific roles for data verification and/or creating 
automatic reports.
 Use a variety of tailored outreach and communication methods to 

engage different stakeholders.
 Prioritize student awareness of how to effectively navigate course 

marking features in the registration system.
 Prioritize the use of funds for faculty development and stipends, 

which can drive the adoption of OER and support the successful 
implementation of course markings.
 Seek additional funding opportunities or reallocate existing resources 

to sustain and expand the initiative over time.



Enabling alignment and scaling state-wide

• Look to how institutions in our region are currently tackling course 
marking and adopt relevant processes and resources

• NEBHE course marking grant is designed to require institutions to 
have a front-facing "no-cost" marker but on the back end we ask 
for an additional OER tag

• Regional institutions are majority independent (private) but with 
systems, aligned processes could allow for state-wide data and 
research

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This way we can pull data to see if there's a difference between just the removal of the cost barrier of the resource or if the licensing structure may be playing a role as well. 

While we wish we could streamline data collection across all institutions (it would make research MUCH easier!), it's just not something that's easy to do. Each institution is going to adopt whatever process works best in their own environment, but we hope that our model will encourage others to adopt it so we can some day conduct cross-institutional research. 



FAQs



Additional resources

• Video of Alex Lattner, Registrar at NEC explaining how she set up a 
running report in Banner that helps with change management in 
course marking:  https://nebhe.org/wp-
content/uploads/NEC_change-management-clip.mp4

• It can also be found under the course marking section of our 
Resources page titled “Managing Instructor Changes” -
https://nebhe.org/open-education/resources/

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebhe.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FNEC_change-management-clip.mp4&data=05%7C02%7Cannikam%40mhec.org%7Cc1a787f3ebc7479eedbf08de633f8797%7C2ad7ef9a179740778e06e7e05012c62a%7C0%7C0%7C639057321705250436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ptttFYvSjdxUSvuQkcAsiakUQwIHB7%2Bjg6LgCxpfi%2Fo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebhe.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FNEC_change-management-clip.mp4&data=05%7C02%7Cannikam%40mhec.org%7Cc1a787f3ebc7479eedbf08de633f8797%7C2ad7ef9a179740778e06e7e05012c62a%7C0%7C0%7C639057321705250436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ptttFYvSjdxUSvuQkcAsiakUQwIHB7%2Bjg6LgCxpfi%2Fo%3D&reserved=0
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