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An Equation For

CALCULATING STUDENT COST SAVINGS
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COMPARING BENEFITS AND COSTS
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Frameworks for Consistency and Transparency

COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS FRAMEWORK

key factors such as alternatives to OER and
their costs, stakeholders who may experience costs or benefits,
and assumptions about factors that shape the analysis such as
student behavior, faculty behavior, or institutional practice;

the costs and benefits that
could be realized, which can range from the time needed to
create OER and lost bookstore revenue on one side and
greater student retention and attainment on the other;

benefits and costs to students, institutions,

and systems.
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COMPARING OER TO ALTERNATIVE MODELS

The table below provides an overview of the most popular alternative approaches to lowering
textbook costs and how they do and do not achieve OER’s student-centered benefits.*
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