Two States, One Mission:
FAFSA Completion Insights
from IA & NE

Monday, April 14, 2pm

Host: Jenny Parks, Vice\
President, Policy and
Research, MHEC

Any resources available
will be posted on the
MHEC website post-event.

Engage with colleagues in
the chat.

Keep your questions in
the Q&A!

Please complete our

survey. J
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lowa Guest Presenters

ChrlstmaS|baomh

Section Chief, Community Engagement
Bureau of lowa College Aid
lowa Department of Education

Elizabeth Yaddof

Community Engagement Consultant
Bureau of lowa College Aid
lowa Department of Education
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lowa’s Student-Level FAFSA
Reports
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Trusted

Information Financial Aid &
Research & Source Postsecondary
Communications Authorization

lowa College Aid

lowa College Aid

Who are we and what do we do?
Increase & Align

Resources

Community
Engagement
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Community
Engagement
Ecosystem

Building evidence & capacity with
a statewide collaborative network
of wrap around supports for
students, schools and
communities.

Collective Community

Building Capacity
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Iowa’s FAFSA Completion

Figure 2. lowa Public High School Filing Rate by Cycle: 2018-19 through 2023-24 * Exceed national trends prior
) to March, then tend to drop-
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It All Starts with the DATA

Purpose: Give high school counselors the data & tools they need to
ensure high school seniors file the FAFSA

Through partnerships between the U.S. Department of
Education, lowa Department of Education, and lowa’s Area
Education Agencies (AEAs), the Bureau of lowa College Aid sends
student-level FAFSA completion reports to all public and many
private high schools in lowa.
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Iowa’s Student-Level
FAFSA Completion Reports

. Weekly, automated reports sent to each school in the state*
with student-level FAFSA completion data

. Used to assist school staff in assisting students with FAFSA
completion

. One of the only states to do this

*School must report student enrollment to the lowa Department of Education
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Data Sharing Structure

. . Owned by lowa College
lowa College Aid pENCErRoliet Aid

FAFSA data from ED through the SAIG agreement

Shareable between lowa

lowa Department of Education College Aid and AEA Liaisons

Student enrollment data

Shareable between lowa

o o School Buildi
Area Education Agencies e College Aid, AEA Liaisons
Leverage regional oversight structures for and School Building

L

. Contact

agreements and sharing
System (Google)

. . " Shareable between lowa
C.omb.lne the data sets, automate reporting and smzzlp%ﬂgdmg Cotloan . AEA Limisone
simplify the data-sharing, while maintaining and School Building

. ontacts
security
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Iowa’s FAFSA Completion Report Impacts

Removed barriers Accurate data
Rallied partners Readily available
Timely reporting User friendly
Accountability Actionable
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Operationalizing lowa’s FAFSAReports
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Identifying & Authorizing School Contacts

lowa College Aid partners with the 9 AEAs to identify contacts
and distribute reports

Local Access Manager (LAM) identified by AEA annually for
each school building.

_AM completes an online User Authorization Form
_AM receives completion reports

Reports sent out October* - May 31

. Some schools eligible for summer reports
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Data Flow & Distribution

lowa College Aid

¥

AEA PREP Lead

¥

Local Access Manager

¥

N N Y

Authorized Personnel

Matches enrolled high school seniors
with names of students who have
filed the FAFSA; runs program to
create school-specific reports

Receives reports and then sends
automated, student-specific FAFSA
completion reports to LAMs via email

Receive completion reports & utilizes
them to target specific students who
have not completed and/or not filed
the FAFSA

If applicable, receives report from
LAM to assist students through the
FAFSA completion process
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FAFSA Completion Report Preview

In each weekly email, LAMs will receive the following:
-AFSA Report PDF
-AFSA Completion Excel Spreadsheet

_ink to Google Drive for Historical Reports
. State of lowa FAFSA Dashboard for Data Tracking
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I n WA [ Department of Education
. Bureau of lowa College Aid
FAFSA Summary Report: 04/08/2025
ADM Senior High School (Z7-172)

AEA

lnem's. Aaea
EUCATON ApanCes

Student Status Number of Students Percent of Students
Completed o3 5776
Mot Completed g 01.24%
Mot Filed b6 400 000,
Total 161 10:0.00%

Student Diserepancies: Do you have a student that completed thelr FAFSA but still showing on the report? Fill owt

the Siwdent Discrepancy Foom & fowa College Aid will imrestigate.

Not Completed
Stodents who hove filled owt the FAFSA ot ore missing 0 compenent for completion

-

Students Signature missing fram online FAFSA

| [

Farents critical data not provided | Parent Spouse or Partners critical data not provided

Mt Filed
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| State_Student | Full Name

_ID

|OWA |
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AEA District id
- SO0l
Id
AEA T 27-172
AEA T 27-172
AEA 11 2r-172
AEA 11 2r-172
AEA 11 2r-172
AEA 11 27=-172
AEA M 27-172
AEA T 2r-172
AEA 11 27-172
AEA 1 27-172
AEA 11 27-172
AEA N 27-172
AEA T 27-172
AEA 11 2r-172
AEA 11 27172
AEA 11 P Fir
AEA T 2r-172
AEA 1 27-172
AEA 1 2r-172
AEA T 2r-172
AEA 11 2r-172
AEA T1 27-172
AEA T 27-172
AEA 11 27-172
AFEA T 27r-172
AEA 11 2r-172
AEA 11 2172
AEA N 27-172
AEA T 27-172

Department of Education
Bureau of lowa College Aid

District Mame School DoB
(k) MName

(District

Iid -

School

iied)

Aded DeSote Mir ADM Seni
Adel DeSote Mir ADM Seni
Adel DeSoto Mir A0M Seni
Bdal DaSote Mir ADM Sani
A del DeSore Mir ADM Seni
Adel DeSoto Mir ADM Seni
Adel DeSote Mir ADM Seni
Adel DeSotoe Mir A0M Seni
Ads] DeSote Mir ADM Sani
Adel DeSote Mir ADM Sani
Aded DeSote Mir ADM Seni
Adel DeSote Mir ADM Zeni
Adel DeSote Mir ADM Seni
Adel DeSote Mir A0DM Seni
Adel DaSote Mir A0M Sani
Aded DeSote Mir ADM Seni
Aded DeSote Mir ADM Seni
Ads] DeSote Mir ADM Seni
Adel DeSote Mir ADM Seni
Adel DaSoto Mir A0M Sani
Aded DaSote Mir ADM Sani
Aded DeSote Mir ADM Seni
FAdel DeSote Mir ADM Seni
Ade] DeSotoe Mir A0M Seni
Adel DeaSote Mir ADM Sani
Adel DeSots Mir ADM Sepni
Aded DeSora Mie ADM Sani
Adel DeSoto Mir ADM Zeni
Adel DeSote Mir ADM Seni

Submitted Da Process Date
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STI202%
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Iowa’s FAFSA Dashboard

FAFSA Completion by lowa High Schools

fafsa.iowa.gov

Owparirress of Ldecsiion
B il brwes, T ningm i

State Rate

Class of 2024-25
45%

A
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The FAFSA cycle represented on this table runs from Hovember 11, 2024 - September M0, 2015
Lagt updated: 4MWI0TE 15923 PM

ﬂ'i R e froun Districis Name andior AEA Name
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AEA District School Completed  pof . NotFiled Goal E:-.:::::-.--. DL S
. et ; BT% «3T%
. . | g 57% -3%

== MIDWESTERN

P SRl COMPACT




Supporting Implementation

Reporting Student Discrepancies
« Creating tickets via Google Forms

Training & Resources
« Annual training to those utilizing the report
- Resources to assist students with corrections & errors
 Statewide training network

System Resolutions & Maintenance
« Annual system maintenance
« Ongoing system maintenance
« Continuous communication with system creator & coder

New AEA Structure
- Pivoting over the next year as our AEA structure changes
- Utilizing program leads partnerships to maintain system accuracy

MIDWESTERN
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Finance ,
Apply Decide

Prepare Go

“ 0 Local College Access Networks
2" lowa CCR Academy

9 Course to College

Course to © GEAR UP lowa
COllege Coursg to College

Coaching
Framework

Access, Success and Completion
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Making an Impact

“For many students, preparing for college can bring new
challenges. Some Rids aren’t great about logging into the
system or think their parents have already completed the form
for them. The completion reports help to confirm that they have
everything done and are set up for future success.”

Shalon Frye, School Counselor
Independence High School

“Even if this resource is only used by one person out of the
entire school, you can still change the entire life of that one
person. Sometimes those small impacts can really be the
most important.”

Kaylee McSweeney (left), AmeriCorps Student Leader
Cedar Falls High School
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Nebraska Presenters

Daphne Hall
Senior Vice President
of College Access

EducationQuest
Foundation

Eric Drumheller Regan Anson Ritchie Morrow
Vice President of Vice President of Financial Aid Officer

Grants & Scholarships Communications o o
Coordinating Commission for

EducationQuest EducationQuest Postsecondary Education
: Foundation
Foundation
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Non-Profit Established in 1986

» Locations: Omaha, Lincoln, Kearney & Scottsbluff

* Improve access to higher education in Nebraska

Our Free Services

College planning

Need-based scholarship programs

College access grants for high schools
College access resources for middle schools
Outreach services for community agencies

EducationQuest

FOUNDATION
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Universal FAFSA in Nebraska

Students must Nebraska

B elEEle complete a FAFSA

Department of

LRI or opt-out form Education
« Public high school * Opt-outs can be » Website:
graduation signed by a education.ne.gov/fafsa
requirement for the parent/guardian,
2024-25 academic student if age 19 or
year older, emancipated
minor, or by the school
principal or designee
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Universal FAFSA in Nebraska

Conducted needs Established
assessment to ensure Nebraska FAFSA
successful implementation Task Force

Key findings: Response:

* Adesire for an explanation of “why” FAFSA « Representatives from diverse entities

is a graduation requirement

» Developed Universal FAFSA

* Need to raise public awareness of the Implementation Guide & lesson plans
importance of filing a FAFSA through a

public awareness campaign

» Provide resources to support administrators

and counselors with requirement
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Do The FAFSA Nebraska

Program -

Certified FAFSA
Coach Training
Program

EducationQuest

partnered with a
private foundation to

Promotional
Materials

offer:

MIDWESTERN
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Do The FAFSA Nebraska
Completion Grant

.

[e]

_J

#253  All high school and community-based organizations eligible
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" Grants range from $400 to $2,500 based on enroliment

-
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Stickers ¢ Pens

Buttons + Flyers ()

Banners <« Posters
T-Shirts

27,460 Students
341 Schools
587 Counselors

- LR
16 Agencies i COMPACT




Do The FAFSA Nebraska

Public Awareness Campaign
www.dothefafsa.org
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FAFSA Phenomenon
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https://socialpresskit.com/educationquest

POJES ARE RED, MONEY 15 TIGHT, BUT
THE FAFSA MAKES EVERYTHING EIGHT.

N
FAFSA
v

Filpcatmn ¢ et
-

'

Luck Won't Pay for Collage Bracket Buster
Soma pacpls mly an luck.,. Smat pecale do A busted bracket & ona ting, bul miEsing ol
Eddorationuess i FAF S, e on the FAFSAT Thal's game over, @

Dot beave your lutura wp bo fate: Paply now @l DoTheFAFSA, ong 1o stay in the
Tha FAFSA Makas Evarything Right Ths FAFSA |8 Kay DoThaFAFSA GIE game!

® Mo Valondina? No womes, the FAFSA wil This FAFSA is the key o your fulues! = 3 2 . -
P Ehost you. ' ‘I o WCollageReady #DOTheFAFSA Financiataiy  ¥DUTheFARSA BMarchMadnass #College

Ciar'l wall, apply iotay = DaTraFAFSA afg

Gat the financeal aid you desare
DoTheFAFSA oE FDoThaFAFSA FFAFSA #College f Posttobmaline  Postto s page

f Postiotimsline Posito a page

#DoTheFAFSA #FAFSA #Callega

f Past ta limading Poad 16 8 pags r Pead 1o Emaline Past ko & page
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Practical Takeaways

L

Relationships Convene stakeholders to Communication is
matter determine needs and KEY
provide resources
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2025-26 FAFSA Completion Project

Student Cohort: 26,667 | Submitted: 12,257 (46.0%) | Completed: 11,909 (44.7%)

Disclaimer: Data in this table are compiled from the U.S. Department of Education and other
sources. Various matching techniques have been applied to maximize identification of eligible
students. This information is dynamic and changes occur on a regular b s a result,
representations may be slightly higher or lower than that shown in an earlier reporting period.
School numbers are current 12th graders, while Mon-Profit numbers may include current college
students. Cohort numbers may change throughout the year due to students transferring in/out
of the high school. Non-profit students are not included in the above cohort numbers. Please
check the Contact page for information on how to reach us.

You may click on any headers to change the order from smallest to largest or largest to smallest.

I Complete I Mot Complete
Data updated 4/1, AM @

Paging: | No v | Size: ‘ i v |

Type a whole or partial value and tab/click out of the textbox Data will refresh automatically.

District Mame: School Name:

* is shown in place of cohort counts 5 or less onrt to Excel onrt to CSV

District Name School Name # Cohort ¢  # Submitted ¢ % Submitted ¢ # Complete ¢ % Complete ¢

ADAMS CENTRAL PUBLIC ADAMS CENTRAL JR-5R HIGH - - -

SCHOOLS SCH 80 58 73.8 58 725

AINSWORTH COMMUNITY

SCHOOLS AINSWORTH HIGH SCHOOL 30 16 53.3 15 50.0

ALLEN COMNSOLIDATED - -

SCHOOLS ALLEN HIGH SCHOOL 16 10 62.5 10 62.5

ALLIANCE PUBLIC SCHOOLS  ALLIANCE HIGH SCHOOL 106 49 46.2 46 43.4 H MIDWESTERN
ALMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS ALMA HIGH S5CHOOL 26 16 61.5 16 61.5 * HIGHER EDUCATION

AMHERST PUBLIC SCHOOLS  AMHERST HIGH SCHOOL 23 17 735 17 73.9 - I CDM PACT




Type a whole or partial value and tab/click out of the textbox. Data will refresh automatically.

District Mame:

First Mame:

Date App Submitted:

46 rows

District Name

ALLIAMCE
PUBLIC
S5CHOOLS

ALLIAMCE
PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

ALLIANCE
PUBLIC
S5CHOOLS

ALLIAMCE
PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

ALLIANCE
PUBLIC
S5CHOOLS

ALLIAMCE
PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

School Name: | alliance
Last Mame:
First Last Completed
School Mame Name Name StateID ¢ DOB & FAFSA

ALLIANCE Comblote
HIGH SCHOOL P
ALLIANCE

HIGH SCHOOL ELar iz
ALLIANCE Combiate
HIGH SCHOOL P
ALLIANCE

HIGH SCHOOL Complete
ALLIANCE Comblete
HIGH SCHOOL P
ALLIANCE

HIGH SCHOOL B

FAFSA Status: | Complete

M |

Qpc:rt to Excel

FAFSA Detail

Complete FAFSA
Application

Complete FAFSA
Application

Complete FAFSA
Application

Complete FAFSA
Application

Complete FAFSA
Application

Complete FAFSA
Application

Date App
Submitted &

2024-12-12

2024-12-03

2025-03-25

2025-01-24

2025-03-06

2024-12-23

(&) Export to Csv

Selected for
Verification &

=

-

MIDWESTERN
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Type a whole or partial value and tab/click out of the textbox. Data will refresh automatically.

District Mame: School Name: | alliance

First Mame: Last Mames: FAFSA Status: | Mot Complete ™ |

Date App Submitted:

3 rows Qpﬂrt to Excel onrt to CS5V
_— First Completed . Date App Selected for
District Name  School Name Name Last Mame StatelD ¢ DOB & FAFSA 6 FAFSA Detail ST Tt

ALLIAMNCE Incomplete
PUBLIC ﬁTGLﬁP;EIEOOL Mot Complete | FAFSA 2025-02-27 M
SCHOOLS Application
ALLIANCE Incomplete
PUBLIC ﬁ:‘éﬁggﬁ 0oL Mot Complete  FAFSA 2025-03-22 M
SCHOOLS Application
ALLIAMNCE Incomplete
PUBLIC ﬁ%GL:‘jP;EEOOL Mot Complete | FAFSA 2025-01-08 M
SCHOOLS Application
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Questions?

EducationQuest

FOUNDATION

P MIDWESTERN
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